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The American Association of Zoo Keepers, Inc. exists to 
advance excellence in the animal keeping profession, 
foster effective communication beneficial to animal care, 
support deserving conservation projects, and promote the 
preservation of our natural resources and animal life. 
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ABOUT THE COVER 


This month's cover photo features an African Painted Dog (Lycaon pictus) photographed 
at the Kansas City Zoo. The African painted dog is one of the world's most beautiful 
canines. They are skilled hunters that live in large packs. Their teamwork helps 
coordinate skilled attacks and their social mentality has been known to keep weaker 
members of the pack safe and fed. Unfortunately, wild populations have declined to only 
5,500, due to habitat loss and human conflict. 


The American Association of Zoo Keepers (AAZK) is a Conservation Partner of the Painted 
Dog Research Trust (PDRT). Painted Dog Research Trust (PDRT) was founded in the 
strong belief that good conservation must be underpinned by sound science. Based 
just outside of Victoria Falls, PDRT is situated in a landscape mosaic of national parks, 
forestry, private safari area and communal lands. The field-based conservation ecology 
center for data-driven trans-boundary research serves as the headquarters for PDRT. 
With the Pan-African population of painted dogs declining from 500,000 individuals 

to less than 5,000, the painted dog is listed by IUCN as endangered. Zimbabwe links 
the populations of all five neighboring countries making it a keystone corridor for this 
species. Continuation of long-term research and monitoring within this corridor is 
crucial to the continued survival of painted dogs. To learn more, go to https://www. 
painteddogresearch.org/. 


Articles sent to Animal Keepers’ Forum will be reviewed by the editorial staff for 
publication. Articles of a research or technical nature will be submitted to one or more 
of the zoo professionals who serve as referees for AKF. No commitment is made to the 
author, but an effort will be made to publish articles as soon as possible. Lengthy articles 
may be separated into monthly installments at the discretion of the Editor. The Editor 
reserves the right to edit material without consultation unless approval is requested in 
writing by the author. Materials submitted will not be returned unless accompanied 

by a stamped, self-addressed, appropriately-sized envelope. Telephone, fax or e-mail 
contributions of late-breaking news or last-minute insertions are accepted as space allows. 
Phone (330) 483-1104; FAX (330) 483-1444; e-mail is shane.good@aazk.org. If you have 
questions about submission guidelines, please contact the Editor. Submission guidelines 
are also found at: aazk.org/akf-submission-guidelines/. 


Deadline for each regular issue is the 3" of the preceding month. Dedicated issues may 
have separate deadline dates and will be noted by the Editor. 


Articles printed do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the AKF staff or the American 
Association of Zoo Keepers, Inc. Publication does not indicate endorsement by the 
Association. 


Items in this publication may be reprinted providing credit to this publication is given 
and a copy of the reprinted material is forwarded to the Editor. If an article is shown to 
be separately copyrighted by the author(s), then permission must be sought from the 
author(s). Reprints of material appearing in this journal may be ordered from the Editor. 
Regular back issues are available for $6.00 each. Special issues may cost more. 


MEMBERSHIP SERVICES 


Animal Data Transfer Forms available for download at aazk.org. AAZK Publications/Logo Products/ 


Apparel available at AAZK Administrative Office or at aazk.org. 
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The Conservation 


Committee was formed 
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works to connect AAZK 
members with the AAZK 
Conservation Partners. 
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Connecting AAZK members to deserving conservation efforts is central to the mission of the 
Association. Three AAZK Committees and Programs work in support of this mission: the AAZK 
Conservation Committee, the Bowling for Rhinos Program, and the Trees for You and Me 
Program. The work of these teams has allowed AAZK to attain incredible success in support 
of conservation for our members and partners. 


Bowling for Rhinos was the first of these programs to arrive with the original bowl-a-thon 
taking place in 1990. To date, over $8.7 million has been raised by keepers in support of 
Bowling for Rhinos. BFR funds are divided between three partner organizations (Lewa 
Wildlife Conservancy, the International Rhino Foundation, and Action for Cheetahs in Kenya) 
and the BFR Conservation Resource Grant, and support the preservation of rhinos and their 
habitats. None of this would be possible if not for the work of the Program members. The 
individuals on the BFR Program team update the registration and informational packets 
needed to hold a BFR event, track each and every BFR fundraising event that takes place 
across the U.S. and Canada, and communicate with the BFR Conservation Partners in order 
to facilitate their attendance at the AAZK National Conference and our annual trip winners’ 
travels to Indonesia and Kenya to see rhino conservation in-person. 


The Conservation Committee was formed in 2007 and primarily works to connect AAZK 
members with the AAZK Conservation Partners. There are over 30 Conservation Partners 
who perform amazing work all over the globe. Many of these parts have recently been 
joining “Conservation Conversations” to chat with our members over Zoom, discuss their 
amazing work, and answer your questions. The Conservation Committee is also heavily 
involved in the opportunity to get facetime with representatives when they join us at the 
AAZK National Conference. 


The newest of AAZK’s Conservation teams is the Trees for You and Me program. The Trees 
for You and Me program has seen some revisions over time in their efforts to reduce carbon 
emissions and support reforestation efforts. The team now oversees the TFYM Grant which 
allows AAZK Chapters to raise funds to be compiled and conveyed to a project in support of 
TFYM’s missions. The newest development for the TFYM program was the creation of a trip 
opportunity for members of fundraising Chapters, allowing individuals to attend the Polar 
Bears International’s Arctic Ambassador course in Churchill, Manitoba, Canada to learn how 
to best convey global warming education to the public. 


While reading this special conservation edition of the AKF, remember the hard work of the 
Bowling for Rhinos, Trees for You and Me, and Conservation Committee teams that goes into 
putting resources like this together and connecting keepers with conservation. 
Cheers, 
#24 HO 

“a # ae 


Paul 


CALL FOR PAPERS 


WE WANT TO 
HEAR YOU ROAR! 


The Animal Keepers' Forum is looking for articles 

on all things related to professional animal care. 
Encourage your co-workers, and celebrate your own 
successes related to the following topics: 


CALENDAR 


SEPTEMBER 2022 


September 7-9 

IRKA Training and Enrichment 

Regional Seminar Tanganyika 

Wildlife Park Goddard, KS 
www.rhinokeeperassociation.org/event- 
details/ters-tanganyika-wildlife-park 


Advances in Animal Husbandry 
Sustainability and Population Management 
Conservation 

Zoo-related research 

Trends and special topics in the industry 
AAZK Chapter news 

Special column submissions related to 
training, enrichment, and animal welfare 


». 4 4 4 4a 4a 4a 4 


September 14-17 

Venomous Herpetology Symposium San 
Antonio 

VenomSymposium.com 


September 27-28 

Guest Engagement Workshop 
Tanganyika Wildlife Park 
https://twpark.com/conscomm/ 


OCTOBER 2022 


October 10-14 

Elephant Managers Association Conference 
Hosted by Milwaukee County Zoo 
ElephantManagers.com/Conference 


October 13-17 

AAZK National Conference 
Toronto, Canada 
aazk2022.org 


SAVE THE DATE 


We are also requesting submissions September 17-21, 2023 


for cover hotos AAZK National Conference 
P ; Akron Zoo, Akron, Ohio 


Go to https://aazk.org/publications/animal-keepers-forum/akf- 


submission-guidelines/ to find guidelines and additional information on 


how to submit articles and photos. Please send all articles and photos to: 
AKF EDITOR SHANE GOOD AT SHANE.GOOD@AAZK.ORG 


Submit your events to Shane Good 


Shane.Good@aazk.org 
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Annual Report on 
Global Conservation 
Through AAZK Chapters 


Ed Hansen 
AAZK CEO/CFO 


The following information was compiled from the AAZK 
Chapter Re-charter materials submitted in 2022 and details the 
conservation spending by AAZK Chapters in 2021. 


On March 15, 2022 AAZK had 116 duly chartered Chapters 
within the Association, with Chapter membership totaling 

1816 with another 633 non-AAZK members who participate in 
Chapter fundraising activities. Ninety-one AAZK Chapters made 
contributions to fellow non-profit conservation organizations or 
registered charities during a global pandemic. 


In 2021, AAZK Chapters contributed $492,010.34.31 to 
deserving groups and charities around the globe. The average 
donation to conservation charities totaled $5,406.71 per AAZK 
Chapter. AAZK Chapters made 368 individual donations to an 
amazing number of non-profit or charity organizations around 
the world, including donations directly to 50% of our 32 AAZK 
Conservation Partners. 


The primary beneficiaries of the generous contributions to 
conservation from AAZK Chapters are our internal conservation 
projects, Bowling for Rhinos and Trees for You and Me. AAZK 
Chapters raised and donated $250,230.86 for species and habitat 
conservation in the US, Asia and Africa and the Trees for You 

and Me Restoration Grant ($17,360.61) during the continuing 
pandemic. There were no applicants to the BFR Conservation 
Resource Grant so those funds were rolled into the support for the 
three BFR partners. 


After supporting AAZK Conservation programs, AAZK Chapters 
donated $168,266.85 to 156 worldwide conservation 
projects, emergency relief, or other charitable ventures, with 
the highest number of Chapter donations supporting Bat 
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Conservation International and Sea Turtle Inc. Also 
included are 22 AAZK Chapters who donated $43,403.40 
directly back to their Host Facilities to support purchase of 
enrichment items, enclosure renovation projects, scholarships 
or research within their own facility. 


The direct return to a host facility, combined with the group effort 
of global conservation fund raising directly addresses and answers 
the question from your facility director who may ask: Why should 
| join AAZK as an Institutional Member and what is the benefit 

to me? Think about it — that’s almost a half million dollars in a 
year where almost everything certain in our lives and profession 
became anything but. 


The Mission of AAZK and our Chapters is straightforward: 


The American Association of Zoo Keepers exists to advance 
excellence in the animal keeping profession, foster effective 
communication beneficial to animal care, support deserving 
conservation projects, and promote the preservation of our 
natural resources and animal life. 


AAZK endeavors to make animal keepers better animal keepers, 
to provide docents and volunteers with factual information on 
species housed in their facility and to prepare students for the 
realities of our profession. 


Thank you once again to all of the AAZK Chapters, members and 
staff who worked tirelessly in what will hopefully be in the rear 
view mirror as one of the most trying years of their lives, day in 
and day out, while fellow keepers were furloughed, laid off or 
terminated; to reinforce the Mission and Vision of AAZK and who 
continue to be a force in global conservation. 


CONSERVATION PARTNERS 


European Association of Zoological Association of America 
Zoos and Aquaria (EAZA) (ZAA) 


Saola cone pos (SWG) Lewa Wildlife Conservancy 
fion for Cheetahs in Seafood Watch 


WoILG Association of Foundation for 
William Bolden yet Zoo Horticulture petit aves 
Wildlife Foundation “"2""° Conservation. (AZH) of Salamanders 


Foundation USA 


Vital International 
G round Congress of Zoo 


Save Nature.Org 
Aquarium & Zoo 
Facilities 


_ Keepers (ICZ) ie 
Foundation Association (AZFA) The Tomy 
Snow Leopard Trust Red Panda Network stewart 
Hie Adamcon Zen Outtedch Organization Foundation 
Conservation Fund Elephants for Africa 


“Hose2Habitct San Diego Zoo Global International Rhino 


Aecoriatianofyons =, Foundation (IRF) 
ind Aquariums (Aza) Save Giraffe Now nat 
Assocation of Minority Animal Behavior 
£00 & Aquarium Pan African rs abt 2 


Professionals (avizap) Management Sa ‘Alliance 2550C!atio 
Alliance fey (PASA) MATA) 


Save the Golden Lion Tamarin 


Turtle Survival Alliance 


Conservation Centers for 
Species Survival 


= Conservation 


Zookeeper. Zoologist. Animal Care Specialist. 
Animal Trainer. Aquarist. No matter what our 
titles, state, or our backgrounds, at the heart 
of it all, we are conservationists and striving 
to create a better world for animals. | am so 
incredibly lucky to get to work with a group of 
humans, your fellow peers, who have taken 
their passion to the next step and spend their 
free time volunteering for the Conservation 
Committee teams (Conservation, Bowling for 
Rhinos and Trees for You and Me). 


Did you know that AAZK has 32 
Conservation Partners? 

Our Conservation Committee recently had the 
opportunity to chat with some of them and 
answer questions. Want to find out more about 
our partners, how your donations support 
these partners and how you can continue to 
help and be involved? Then check out the 
following Q and A’s. 


Looking to connect even more? 

The Conservation Committee recently started 
a new series called AAZK Conservation 
Conversations where members can get face to 
face time virtually with our Partners. Make sure 
to keep an eye out on social media and the 
AAZK N.O.T.E.S. e-mail for the next event. 


Sara Bjerklie 
Conservation Oversight, 
AAZK Board of Directors 
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AAZK CONSERVATION PARTNER 
Save the Golden Lion Tamarin (SGLT) 


James M. Dietz, Vice President, SGLT 


1. What conservation organization do 
you represent and how long have you 
been with them? 
lam a Founding Director of Brazil’s 
Associagao Mico-Ledo-Dourado (AMLD; 
golden lion tamarin association), since 
the organization was created in 1992. 
1am also a Founding Director of Save 
the Golden Lion Tamarin (SGLT; a U.S. 
Public Charity dedicated to supporting 
AMLD’s work to keep GLTs from extinction 
in Brazil’s Atlantic Forest), since the 
organization was created in 2005. 


2. What inspired you to start/join this 
program/organization? 

In 1983, Lou Ann Dietz and | began the 
U.S. National Zoo’s GLT Conservation 
Project in Brazil. She worked with local 
communities to engage them in the new 
conservation efforts. | began studies of the 
ecology and behavior of GLTs in Poco das 
Antas Biological Reserve, where we lived 
for three years and continued to work 

for decades. Initially, my motivation and 
interest were in understanding the biology 


Agroforest workshop 


218 | ANIMAL KEEPERS’ FORUM 


of GLTs. However, it soon became clear 
to me that the species would go extinct 
“on our watch” if we failed to prevent 
that outcome. Over time, my interest 
shifted from basic biology to conservation 
biology to applied conservation. After 
several years’ involvement in NZP’s GLT 
Conservation Project, including successful 
reintroduction of zoo-born GLTs, we 
decided that long-term success depended 
on morphing that program into a Brazilian 
NGO, run and staffed by Brazilians. 


3. How long has this 

program been running? 

Since 1983-1992 as NZP’s GLT 
Conservation Project; 1992-present as 
Brazil’s AMLD. 


4. Where is the program based? 

Lowland Atlantic Forest fragments in the 
municipalities where GLTs are found in 
nature (mainly Silva Jardim and Casimiro 
de Abreu), Rio de Janeiro State, Brazil. 
About 70km northeast of the city of Rio de 
Janeiro and its 12 million inhabitants. 


5. What is the ultimate 

goal of this organization? 

The goal of AMLD (and SGLT) is to 
reconnect enough of the remaining 
isolated forest fragments to establish 

a viable population of GLTs. We define 
viability using genetic and demographic 
targets (at least 98% retention of genetic 
diversity and 0% probability of extinction 
over 100yrs as determined by Vortex 
computer models). To achieve those 
targets, we need at least 2,000 GLTs 

in at least 25,000ha of connected and 
protected habitat. We work every day to 
achieve that goal. 


6. What is the current 

focus of this program? 

AMLD’s strategic plan to achieve the goal 
specified in #5 includes 12 strategies, 
each with relevant activities designed to 
mitigate threats. See our attached 2020 
Annual Report for a description of the 12 
strategies and progress in each. 


7. How has COVID-19 impacted your 
organization and how have you adapted 
to current global issues? 

It would take many pages of text to fully 
describe the impact of COVID on AMLD’s 
conservation work. COVID is raging in 

the municipalities where AMLD does its 
conservation work and vaccinating people 
against COVID is just beginning. COVID 
vaccine is in short supply. Most AMLD staff 
have received one dose of the vaccine but 
won't get a second dose until September 
or later. AMLD lost a long-term partner 
and friend to COVID as well as several 
family members. COVID restrictions forced 
AMLD to close its office from 19 March 
2021—24 August 2021. Brazilian federal 
Biological Reserves, including the two 
where AMLD works, were closed through 
September 2020. 


COVID has slowed AMLD’s work to 
vaccinate GLTs against yellow fever, a 
virus that reduced the wild population 

by 32% in 2018. The Brazilian lab that is 
supposed to analyze GLT blood samples to 
evaluate the effectiveness of the yellow 
fever vaccine is overwhelmed with COVID 
analyses. Those of us living outside Brazil 
can’t travel to Brazil and thus can’t take 
down equipment they desperately need. 
We are doing all strategic planning with 
international and local partners via zoom. 


Second, Brazil’s current government is led 

by pro-agribusiness, anti-environment 
politicians who are doing everything 
possible to block conservation work in Brazil. 


8. What is the largest hurdle of this 
conservation initiative? 

AMLD identified unplanned urban 
expansion, linear infrastructure (roads, 
pipelines, electric lines) and yellow fever 
as the three most important threats to 
achieving its science-based goal--today. 
The former make it next to impossible 
for the GLTs to cross between the 
remaining fragments of their habitat to 
find unrelated mates, and difficult for 

us to plant forest corridors to help them 
cross. In 2018, yellow fever reduced the 
GLT population in the wild by one third, 
to about 2500, possibly extinguishing the 
entire population in one of the largest 
remaining habitat fragments - the Poco 
das Antas Reserve. Other threats will 
certainly emerge in the future. 


9. What is your fondest memory 
associated with this program? 

There are many, many, many. But 
highlights for me fall into two categories: 
| love seeing wild GLTs free in their 
forest habitat, and | love meeting with 
and partying with my Brazilian and 
international teammates in Brazil. 


10. What advice would you give someone 
pursuing a career in conservation? 

Five things: First, you must be able to 
define what conservation is. And what it 
is not. For example, research is necessary 
for conservation, but not all research is 
conservation. The same could be said 

for veterinary care. For me, conservation 
needs to have a measurable goal. But 

one could argue that some philosophers 
are effective conservationists. Bottom 
line: you need to be able to define what 
conservation means to you. Write that 
down and read it frequently. Focus on it. 


Second, you must know enough 

or have relevant skills to make a 
significant contribution in some aspect 

of conservation. That typically means 
schooling, but it could mean some type of 
practical training as well. Depending on 
where you want to work, foreign language 
and culture skills could be very relevant. 


Third, you must understand strategic 
planning for conservation detailed in 
the Open Standards for the Practice 
of Conservation. This is results-based 
adaptive management. 


Fourth, plan for the long haul. You 

can’t do meaningful conservation on a 
weekend, or in a graduate degree. You 
may need a lifetime or more. You can’t do 
it alone. You need a team. 


Fifth and most important, you will 
need lots of passion to be successful in 
conservation. You will need it. 


11. If you assisted in starting this 
initiative, what advice would you 

give someone wanting to start a 
conservation program? 

| could write books with additional ideas 
in addition to everything | stated. Here 


are a few: in order to start an effective 
conservation program, you need to 
understand and engage the local people. 
Grass-roots empathic programs are 
effective. Top-down programs led by 
academics generally are not. 


Multidisciplinary approaches work better 
than a laser focus on one method. 


Develop a strategic plan based on the 
results you want to achieve. Measure 
your progress. Don’t be afraid to make 
mistakes! Learn from them, and adapt 
your actions based on that learning. 


Have a business plan that looks at the 
long-term. Make sure that someone on 
your team understands book-keeping and 
makes sure that you don’t spend more 
money than you have raised. Spend your 
money doing conservation and not just 
paying your indirect costs. 


12. How has AAZK aided you and/or your 
organization? 

AMLD/SGLT received a 2018 AAZK Trees 
for You and Me grant and used it to 
reforest 2.02ha of cattle pasture forming 
a corridor connecting fragments of GLT 
habitat. AMLD planted the AAZK corridor 
using 2,520 tree seedlings of 45 species 
native to lowland Atlantic Forest. 


Beyond that, about a dozen AAZK 
Chapters have done GLT conservation 
fund-raisers, some of them many times. 
We are very grateful! 


13. Do you have any opportunities 

for AAZK members to assist with your 
organization? 

Fund-raisers and local awareness events 
are great contributions. We are happy 

to provide information and ideas to help. 
When COVID is in the rear-view mirror 
SGLT and AMLD may have possibilities for 
AAZK members to visit Brazil and see GLTs 
in their forest. | hope so. 


Photos courtesy of Save the 
Golden Lion Tamarin. 
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AAZK CONSERVATION PARTNER 
Giraffe Conservation Foundation (GCF) 


Stephanie Fennessy, Director, GCF 


1. What conservation organization do you 
represent and how long have you been 
with them? 

| am the Co-Founder and Co-Director of 
the Giraffe Conservation Foundation (GCF) 


2. What inspired you to start/join this 
program/organization? 

When learning more about giraffes, we 
realized that their numbers had dropped 
significantly and that they were in 
trouble, but no one was really paying any 
attention. There was little known about 
giraffes in the wild. 


3. How long has this 
program been running? 
GCF was first registered in 2009. 


4. Where is the program based? 
GCF currently works in 16 African countries. 
Our work has an impact on over 100 million 
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acres of giraffe habitat and concerns all 
four species of giraffe. Our main office is 

in Windhoek, Namibia, but we have staff 
in Kenya, Niger, South Africa, Uganda, 
Zimbabwe and a shared post-doc position 
with the Smithsonian Conservation Biology 
Institute based in the USA. 


5. What is the ultimate 

goal of this organization? 

To secure a future for all giraffe 
populations in the wild in Africa. 


6. What is the current 

focus of this program? 

As mentioned above, we currently 

work in 16 African countries with 
governments, other NGOs, universities, 
and local communities. The threats to 
giraffes differ in each country and we are 
working with partners to best protect or 
increase their numbers depending on the 
given situation. We still conduct some 
conservation-focused research on giraffes, 
but our main focus is on conservation 
actions — before it is too late! 


7. How has COVID-19 impacted your 
organization and how have you adapted 
to current global issues? 

While Covid has restricted our travel, 
most of our projects, programmes and 
initiatives have continued with small 
modifications. Local staff and partners 
continued with local implementation, 
some activities have been delayed, but at 
the same time, this has also allowed us 
to step back and do some more planning 
and thinking. The biggest impacted 
programme was our environmental 
education programme (KEEP) in Namibia 
where we take on average 2,500-3,000 
primary school students into the field for 
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an educational and fun day out. Schools 
were closed for extended periods of 

time in Namibia, so our team reverted to 
producing short educational videos. These 
videos were first self-produced and shared 
widely through social media, however, we 
later partnered with a Namibian TV station 
and a local production company produced 
a series of eight videos that were recently 
shown on an Africa-wide TV Education 
Channel. 


8. What is the largest hurdle of this 
conservation initiative? 

Lack of funding. There are so many 
more things we would do, projects to 
implement if we had more funding 
available. Giraffes are facing different 
threats in each country, so there is no 
blue-print to saving giraffes in Africa. 


9. What is your fondest memory 
associated with this program? 

Oh, there are so many! Giraffes still bring a 
smile to my face — every single time when 
| see them in the wild. But one of the most 
emotional memories was the release of 

a small group of critically endangered 
Nubian giraffes in Uganda’s Murchison 
Falls National Park, that had just moved 
over the Nile River to start a new giraffe 
population in the southern section of 

the park. After many years of planning, 
fundraising, and weeks of hard physical 
and stressful work capturing these giraffes, 
the moment the first group ran off the 
truck into their new home -— that was very 
emotional and hard to describe. And at 
that moment, | realized we were really 
making a difference for giraffes in Africa — 
something that you often forget when you 
are stuck in your day-to-day work. 


10. What advice would you give someone 
pursuing a career in conservation? 
Hmm, that is a difficult one. If you 

are passionate about conservation or 
anything in life, then go for it! There is 
no generic path into conservation. As an 
example, | have an MSc in Environmental 
Engineering. | run an organization and 
my project management skills really 
help. However, it helps to start from the 
bottom up — | did years of fieldwork and 
have worked for NGOs and government. 
This now really helps me to understand 
all aspects of conservation work and 

has shown me the value of fostering 
partnerships/relationships during my 
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career. But my main advice would be to 
get involved! Do something! Be open to 
opportunities! As we say at GCF: Grab life 
by the ossicones ;-) But you better not be 
in it for the money ;-) 


11. If you assisted in starting this 
initiative, what advice would you 

give someone wanting to start a 
conservation program? 

Hmm, start small and grow gradually. 
Don’t try to do it all at once. GCF started 
very small and for years we only dedicated 
our spare time. It is a real passion 

project, and we had no big master plan. 

It has grown gradually, and we grabbed 


opportunities when they came up. We 
still operate that way — we are always 
ready to take an opportunity that could 
make a big difference for conservation. 
And most importantly, believe in yourself! 
At times you need a thick skin out there 
-conservation can be a tough business. 


12. How has AAZK aided you 

and/or your organization? 

AAZK members and zoos have been 
amazing supporters of GCF and our 
organization would not be where it is 
today if it was not for them! As mentioned 
above, we started small, in our spare time 
from our couch at night. The first time 
people realized giraffes were in trouble 
was when we initiated World Giraffe 

Day — 21 June. This was an idea to raise 
awareness (and potentially funding) for 
giraffes. We threw the concept out there 
and many AAZK Chapters, keepers and 
zoos picked it up and organized events, 
etc. on WGD. WGD 2014 was the first 
time we raised significant awareness and 
funding for giraffes globally and from a 
wider audience — thanks to many AAZK 
Chapters, keepers and zoos! 


13. Do you have any opportunities for 
AAZK members to assist with 

your organization? 

Please share our social media posts 
with your networks. We are always 
keen to get information on the plight 
of giraffe and our work out there to a 
wider audience. We mainly try to share 
giraffe conservation success stories 

and wins, rather than doom and gloom 
as we truly believe that there is hope 
for giraffe in Africa if we continue to 
take action NOW! We also offer a few 
opportunities for keepers to join us in 
the field in Namibia for a 2-week trip. 
These Conservation Supporters join our 
Namibian Field Conservation Team for 
a 10-day trip to the remote Northwest 
Namibia, a true wilderness area, to survey 
giraffe. Please contact conservation@ 
giraffeconservation.org to find out more. 


Photos courtesy of the 
Giraffe Conservation Foundation. 
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AAZK CONSERVATION PARTNER 


SaveNature.Org 


Tarah Haslett, Program Coordinator, SaveNature.Org 


1. What conservation organization do 
you represent and how long have you 
been with them? 

SaveNature.Org, since 2017. 


2. What inspired you to start/join this 
program/organization? 

| heard about SaveNature.Org while 
working at the San Francisco Zoo, and | 
was immediately inspired by the emphasis 
on habitat protection and environmental 
education. It is important to remember 
that by preserving entire ecosystems, all 
the species that depend on that system 
will also be protected. SaveNature.Org is 
focused on protecting biological processes 
through our Adopt an Acre and Adopt a 
Reef conservation programs, which raise 
funds for habitat protection around the 
world. 


3. How long has this 
program been running? 
Since 1988. 


4. Where is the program based? 
San Francisco. 


5. What is the ultimate 

goal of this organization? 
SaveNature.Org is committed to inspiring 
participation in the preservation of fragile 
ecosystems in order to save the diversity 
of life on Earth. To accomplish this, we 
bring our environmental science programs 
to students around the Bay Area, exciting 
the next generation of conservationists. 
SaveNature.Org also gives people the 
opportunity to combat global habitat 

loss with our Adopt an Acre and Adopt a 
Reef habitat protection programs. These 
programs raise funds directly for habitat 
purchase, and donors receive a deed for 
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the land in their name to commemorate 
their commitment to nature. 


6. What is the current 

focus of this program? 

Currently, SaveNature.Org is focused 

on presenting our environmental 

science programs to groups that may be 
underserved. We have recently partnered 
with the Girl Scouts, the Boys and Girls 
Club, and Camp Quality to provide hands- 
on environmental programs to students 
during this difficult time. The introduction 
of virtual classes has allowed us to expand 
our reach and present our lessons to 
children across the United States, while 
previously our educational outreach was 
limited to the greater San Francisco Bay 
Area. Another aim of our organization is 
to expand our reach across the country, 
presenting as many environmental 
education programs as we can. 


7. How has COVID-19 impacted your 
organization and how have you adapted 
to current global issues? 

We have adapted to the pandemic by 
offering virtual programs and cutting the 
price of those programs. Despite offering 
virtual programs at a much lower cost than 
our in-person programs, many schools, 
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libraries and other institutions that we 
typically work with throughout the year 
experienced budget cuts. COVID severely 
impacted our organization, and we 
presented 400 less programs than we did 
in 2019. 


8. What is the largest hurdle of this 
conservation initiative? 

The greatest hurdle is reconnecting with 

a new generation of zoo keepers and 

AZA staff in the United States; inviting 
Chapters, Zoos and Aquariums to 
participate directly in in-situ conservation. 


9. What is your fondest memory 
associated with this program? 

Bowl the Planet 2019! Our biggest annual 
fundraiser and the last one we were 

able to hold before the pandemic. It was 
great to see so many of our supporters 
enjoying themselves bowling, drinking 
beer and connecting with like-minded 
environmentalists. So many dedicated 
supporters came and helped us raise the 
most funds out of any Bowl the Planet 

to date! We are finally bringing the Bowl 
the Planet Fundraiser back this year, after 
a 2-year hiatus, on July 30" at Classic 
Bowling Center in Daly City. Now we need 
our AAZK supporters to help us make 
Bowl the Planet 2022 the best fundraising 
year, which you can do by signing up to 
bowl, donating a silent auction item or 
sponsoring the event. 


10. What advice would you give someone 
pursuing a career in conservation? 
There are so many amazing people in 


the field, and potential mentors, so get 
to know people and you will grow as a 
conservationist! 


11. If you assisted in starting this 
initiative, what advice would you give 
someone wanting to start a conservation 
program? 

While | didn’t start this initiative, my best 
advice would be to develop solutions that 
consider the “big picture”, similar to SNO’s 
approach to preserve ecosystems rather 
than individual species. 


12. How has AAZK aided you 
and/or your organization? 


The AAZK, its keepers and Chapters 


recognized (in 1989) that you do not have 
to be a wealthy, big city zoo or aquarium 
to have a significant impact on saving 
wildlife in nature. By 1993, more than 
150 zoos, aquaria and keeper Chapters 
joined SaveNature.Org by participating in 
the award winning Conservation Parking 
Meter and Adopt An Acre program. To 
date, zoological institutions and keepers 
have raised more than $4.7 million for the 
purchase and protection of 11.4 million 
acres of habitat, saving precious biological 
diversity in perpetuity. 

3. Do you have any opportunities for 
AAZK members to assist with 


your organization? 


AAZK members and Chapters can donate 
to our conservation programs (Adopt an 
Acre and Adopt a Reef) or donate to our 
general fund at https://www.savenature. 
org/ways-to-help-mentor. We also need 
AAZK member’s support for our 27 
annual Bowl the Planet Fundraiser and 
Silent Auction: Chapters can reserve a 
lane at the event, donate auction items, 
sponsor the event, or register to bowl 
individually! Information about this event 
and how to participate can be found at 
https://bowltheplanet.org/. Note: By 
participating with SaveNature.Org keepers 
and Chapters are eligible to receive 
SaveNature’s annual Conservation Prize! 
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Photos courtesy of SaveNature.org. 


“Saving Tigers One by One” 
As seen on Animal Planet” 


® 


Join us In 


Learn about Big Cat Management. Internship involves 
Animal Care Apprenticeship and Public Education. 
We offer experience that counts towards employment. 


“Growing Up Tiger” 


TIGER MISSING LINK FOUNDATION e TIGER CREEK WILDLIFE REFUGE ¢ Apply at: www.tigercreek.org 


AAZK CONSERVATION PARTNER 
The Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA) 


Jean Fleming, Communications Manager, PASA 


1. What conservation organization 

do you represent and how long have 
you been with them? 

The Pan African Sanctuary Alliance (PASA) 


2. What inspired you to start/join this 
program/organization? 

| wanted to use my communications skills 
to change the game for African primates, 
and PASA was the right place to make that 
happen. 


3. How long has this 

program been running? 

PASA was founded in 2000 by a group of 
sanctuary leaders in Africa. We are proud 
to be celebrating 21 years. 


4. Where is the program based? 

PASA’s headquarters is in Portland, 
Oregon, USA. However, our 23 members - 
the largest network of wildlife centers and 
sanctuaries in Africa - are located in 13 
countries across Africa. 
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5. What is the ultimate 

goal of this organization? 

Helping Africa’s great apes and monkeys 
flourish in the wild and in sanctuary 
settings when needed. 


6. What is the current 

focus of this program? 

PASA takes a two-pronged approach 

to meet immediate needs and address 
systemic threats to African primates. 
Immediate care—Primate rescue, life- 
long care, rehabilitation and release, and 
emergency support (natural disaster, 
human conflict, disease). 


Long term survival— Programs to 
address habitat loss, poaching and illegal 
trafficking, environmental education, 
alternative livelihood human behaviors 
(social media, pets, entertainment), and 
climate change. 


7. How has COVID-19 impacted your 
organization and how have you adapted 
to current global issues? 

COVID has hit our 23 members very hard. 
Many depend on paying visitors and 
volunteers for both financial support and 
to offer additional person-power to the 
day-to-day operation of the sanctuary. 
There have been waves of having to close 
to visitors - and some have not reopened 
since the beginning. However, not one 
sanctuary has ceased operations, and we 
have been able to provide ongoing financial 
support to cover the higher cost of food, 
medical supplies, staff sheltering in place, 
etc. It’s been a rough couple of years! 


8. What is the largest hurdle of this 
conservation initiative? 

We see the loss of habitat and the 
increase in global wildlife crime as 
existential threats to Africa’s great 
apes and monkeys, and are working in 
coalitions across Africa and globally to 
fight these threats. 


9. What is your fondest memory 
associated with this program? 

In December, JACK, a PASA member in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), was 
finally able to rescue 20 DRC monkeys that 
had been confiscated in Zimbabwe, where 
they were being trafficked to South Africa. 
The rescue is the largest in PASA’s history, 
and took many months to coordinate 

and support. Many of the monkeys are 
candidates for rewilding and we’re so 
excited to have them back in-country. 


The issues are complex and interrelated, and that can feel 
overwhelming at times. So start with one thing, in one 
place, that improves conditions. Small becomes big. 


| did not have a hand in starting PASA but have enormous 
admiration for the people who did. What | have learned 
from talking with them is that they saw the common 
issues and overlapping needs, and decided to work 
together on them. | like that approach. 


Many times - and we’re very grateful. 


Yes! We have volunteer opportunities available on our 
website (https://pasa.org/volunteer/), and many AAZK 
members have volunteered for us over the years. 


Photos courtesy of The Pan African 
Sanctuary Alliance. 
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How AAZK Chapters are Changing 


the Game and Branching 


Out with New Events. 


Matt Mills 


Bowling for Rhinos Program, Vice Manager 


We all know bowling and rhinos go 
together like peanut butter and jelly, but 
in some parts of the country, planning a 
bowling event can be difficult or costly. 
As bowling becomes a less popular 
hobby, many bowling alleys are closing 
their doors. The ones that remain can 
be difficult to book; they want to keep 
their lanes available to leagues and 
raise the price for non-league events. 
We've seen an increase in non-bowling 
events over the last decade and that 
trend was accelerated during the first 
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two years of the pandemic. The Bowling 
for Rhinos team reached out to several 
Chapters to find out what pushed them 
to look at other options, what inspired 
their creative departure, and how they 
accomplished it. We hope this overview 
will encourage experienced Chapters to 
try something new, and motivate new 
Chapters to join BFR. 


BINGO 

SAINT LOUIS CHAPTER, 
COURTESY OF JEREMY MARTIN 
The Saint Louis Chapter held their 
inaugural bingo event, which is possibly 
the first BFR bingo event. They were 
apprehensive about changing the 
format, but wanted to hold a COVID- 
friendly event that pushed their Chapter 
in a new direction. It was important 

for the Chapter to hold an event in an 
open-air venue, so they partnered with 
the Saint Louis Zoo to hold the event in 
a large open tent and kept attendance 
lower than the tent’s capacity. 


They also moved their auction to an 
online format and utilized Eventgroove 
Fundraising to host it. The move 
created the “opportunity for people to 
participate from home if they didn’t feel 
comfortable attending in person” and 


“helped push bids because there were 
text notifications if you were outbid”. 
The auction was very successful even 
though there were fewer items than they 
traditionally offer. 


The Saint Louis Chapter cautions that 
the most time-consuming aspect of 
event planning was getting a gambling 
license, which is required through the 
state of Missouri since bingo is a game 
of chance. They note that receiving the 
license required “background checks on 
the event planners, banking information 
from our Chapter, and other paperwork.” 
Not all states require this type of license 
for bingo, so you'll want to check with 
your state’s gambling authority at the 
start of your planning process. They 
decided to apply for their own license 
rather than go through a private 
company because it was cost effective 
and easy to re-apply for in the future. 


Saint Louis adds that they had great 
reviews from attendees, people enjoyed 
the novelty, and believe that they 
attracted a different crowd because 
some people “get shy about not being 
good at bowling”. 


BREWERY 


PARTNERSHIP 

BADGER CHAPTER, 

COURTESY OF ELLEN VOSSEKUIL 
AND KRISTIN MYERS 

The Badger Chapter of Wisconsin is a 
very new AAZK Chapter, but jumped into 
the BFR community in only their third 
year of existence. Planning their first 
BFR event at the start of the pandemic 
“really cramped our style as far as 
large in-person gatherings. We knew 
we wanted to participate in BFR, buta 
traditional bowling event just wasn’t 
going to be successful”. Through a 
Chapter member, Badger AAZK had a 
connection to a seasonal outdoor beer 
garden which donated a portion of the 
night’s sales to the Chapter. Fortune 
was on Badger’s side the night of the 
event “even though the event was held 
on a Wednesday, the Biergarten was at 
capacity. Only a very small number of 
patrons were there specifically for our 
event; the rest of the patrons were just 
regular customers. This was a fantastic 
opportunity to not only raise money for 
rhinos, but also introduce community 
members to our Chapter!” Biergarten 
cashiers gave the Chapter a big assist 
by asking patrons if they would like to 
make an additional donation to the BFR 
event. 


In addition to a percentage of sales and 
donations, Badger Chapter was able to 
raise funds through merchandise sales 
and a raffle that included a behind the 
scenes tour at the rhino building anda 
specialty bike donated by a local brewery. 
They also sold handmade “rhino-specific 
stickers, coasters, buttons, bags, and art 


mandalas”. Badger Chapter says that 
aside from merchandise “the pre-event 
planning was relatively simple compared 
to the amount of money we were able 

to raise. Because of our established 
partnership with this business, we 
decided to hold another event in 2022 at 
the same location.” 


BOWLING PIN 


DECORATION 

POINT DEFIANCE CHAPTER, 
COURTESY OF RUSSELL PHARR 
The Point Defiance Chapter has had 
great success by upcycling used bowling 
pins into art. The idea came to event 
chair Russell when he found an old pin 
painted to look like a bald eagle. The 
Chapter learned that “pins don’t have 
long life spans, and bowling alleys are 
usually happy to give away as many pins 
as you are willing to take”. Aspiring 
artists paid a small fee to decorate each 
pin and the pins were put on display at 
the zoo once completed. The Chapter 
held a “community voting contest, 
which has been a great way to engage 
the whole zoo in BFR.” After the voting 
closed, the best pins were put into the 
Chapters’ BFR silent auction, which 
“raises even more money for rhino 
conservation, and makes for some one- 
of-a-kind auction items!” 


Point Defiance says “the results have 
been really phenomenal - we have 


seen bowling pins transformed into 
everything from mermaids and cartoon 
characters to fully functioning lamps 
and miniature race cars - along with, 

of course, a dazzling array of animal 
designs.” Point Defiance had been 
planning on incorporating the pin 
decoration into their event prior to 
COVID-19, but it “ended up being a 
great solution to engage our community 
with a social distancing-appropriate 
celebration of BFR”. While particularly 
well suited for traditional bowling 
events, this inexpensive project 
compliments nearly any type of event 
you want to hold and as a stand alone 
fundraiser. 


CONCERT SERIES 
NASHVILLE CHAPTER, 

COURTESY OF JASON FAESSLER 
Being located in “Music City”, the 
Nashville Chapter had the unique 
opportunity to create an event that 
reflected the city’s connection to music. 
The Chapter created Rockin’ for Rhinos 
after they “connected with a group of 
young professionals that contained 
several people with music business 
backgrounds. We also partnered with a 
popular local independent radio station 
for promotion and credibility.” The goal 
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HOW AAZK CHAPTERS ARE CHANGING THE GAME AND BRANCHING OUT WITH NEW EVENTS 


was to “gather passionate people from 
all aspects of the music industry and 
make this an annual event in Nashville.” 
After taking the time to learn the ins and 
outs of the music business, the Chapter 
was able to hold their first “Rockin’ for 
Rhinos” event in 2016 and hosted four 
bands. The show was a success, but the 
crowd was mostly zoo staff, and friends 
and family of the bands. The Chapter 
“really wanted to market and promote 
the show to bring in the general public.... 
to be truly successful, we wanted this 
event to be fun and also get the public 
excited about saving rhinos.” 


In 2019, the Chapter started an intimate 
acoustic event called “Writers for 
Rhinos”, held at the zoo amphitheater. 
At this event, four or five song writers 
would be on stage together, each would 
“play a song, talk a little bit about the 
song’s origins, or the artist they wrote 
for’. The Chapter “brought in lights, 

a professional sound system, banners, 
and bars with donated wine and beer 

... everything you would want for a top- 
notch show. It was a resounding success! 
It turns out that when you have Grammy 
nominated talent, the show sells itself!” 
The next time they held Writers for 
Rhinos they moved the event from the 
zoo to a popular venue in downtown 
Nashville that had food service and 

a bar, while they “lost the charm of 
hosting at the zoo” they also cut “99% 
percent of the logistics and setup.” 
Nashville AAZK says that even though 

it was a lot of work in the beginning to 
build the knowledge and network, it 
was well worth it. After a few years they 
“had so many connections in the music 
industry who were passionate about our 
mission that the show was basically put 
together with very little footwork from 
AAZK members.” Nashville AAZK held 
their third Writers for Rhinos in April, 
will hold their fourth Rockin’ for Rhinos 
this summer, and are looking to add an 
additional Writers for Rhinos this fall. 
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VIRTUAL 5K 

GREATER HOUSTON CHAPTER, 
COURTESY OF KENDALL THAWLEY 
AND AMIE BIALO 

Before COVID-19 hit, the Greater 
Houston Chapter was already facing a 
problem many Chapters have had to 
deal with, the local bowling alley that 
had hosted their events for years had 
shut down and the next closest one was 
a long drive away. Between looking for 
a new venue and “lockdowns, economic 
turmoil, and toilet paper hoarding we 
knew that we needed to drastically alter 
our usual plans. A Virtual 5K seemed 
like a good fit for us.” Greater Houston 
held this event two years in a row. 

The first year they used RunSignUp, 

an events platform geared towards 
runners, and the second year they used 
Ticket Tailor, a general, but easy to use 
and low fee online ticket seller. They 
used Ticket Tailor the second year 
because it was not important to them 

if people actually ran the race, they just 
needed a way to process payments and 
organize participants. 


Event registration included a shirt, 

but Greater Houston suggests giving 
participants the option to opt out of the 
shirt or charge more for those that do 
want a shirt. The first year of the event, 
they printed the shirts through Custom 
Ink, had them delivered to a Chapter 
member’s house, then hand delivered 


shirts to locals and mailed the rest. This 
was extremely time consuming and not 
recommended. They tried Bonfire the 
second year, but ran into issues when 
Bonfire “changed shirt pricing during 
the middle of the campaign” which 
drastically altered the event’s profit 
margin. Additionally, the Chapter hada 
customer service issue that the support 
team was slow to respond to. 


Greater Houston combined their 

virtual 5Ks with a virtual raffle, virtual 
silent auction, and a book sale. They 
recommend this event type because 
“everyone could participate in their own 
time and at their own pace, and allow 
for social distancing by doing an outdoor 
activity. It also didn’t rely on having an 
event space, so it drastically decreased 
our overhead costs and meant that 
people from all over could support our 
event, not just locals. Overall, we had a 
great response to the new event!” 


VIRTUAL 5K 

GREATER ORLANDO CHAPTER, 
COURTESY OF MELAINA KINCAID 
Due to state restrictions caused by the 
pandemic, the Greater Orlando Chapter 
knew they would not be able to hold 

a bowling event and instead held a 
virtual 5K, believing people would 
want to get out in nature more and to 
encourage everyone to socially distance 
themselves. They advertised their event 
through social media as well as e-mail. 


Orlando was able to keep costs down 
in three unique ways: First, they didn’t 
use a race registration company, but 
instead had registration go through 
their website and created a Google doc 
to organize registration. This is a great 
idea if your Chapter has access to its 
own website and can process payments 
through it. 


Second, they kept swag bags minimal as 
“a way to keep the event environmentally 
friendly” and keep costs to a minimum. A 
local member created and donated decals 
for the swag bags. 


Third, the race medals were “created 
by an art professor, giving them a 
unique touch compared to other race 
medals. The medals were wooden 
which provided a more cost-friendly 
alternative to metal”. Greater Orlando 
highly recommends contacting local 
schools’ “art department or metals 
department to ask if a student would 
like to do this as a project”. 


Greater Orlando warns that they did 
have some unexpected costs. They had 
many overseas registrants and mailing 
the swag bags to them got expensive. 
In 2022, they plan on charging a higher 
shipping rate for overseas participants 
and will seek out “sponsors for the 
event to cover the cost of the medals, 


lanyards, bags, etc., so that 100% of race 
registration could go to BFR.” 


SAILING FOR RHINOS 
DALLAS AAZK CHAPTER, 
COURTESY OF LINDA KING 

The Dallas Chapter has been an active 
participant in Bowling for Rhinos from 
the very early days and since 2002 has 
been holding two fundraising events 
each year. In addition to the traditional 
bowling event, they also host the 
one-of-a-kind “Sailing for Rhinos”. It 
started when the zoo’s Deputy Director 
of Operations approached the Chapter 
about unique ways to improve staff and 
volunteer involvement while increasing 
awareness of the Chapter’s fundraising 
efforts. “She asked if offering sailboat 
rides on our local White Rock Lake 
would be popular? The answer from the 


wy 


officers was a resounding “yes 


The Chapter formed a relationship with 
the Corinthian’s Sailing Club. The event 
is held on a warm evening in May, and in 
addition to the picnic dinner and silent 
auction, attendees are treated to sunset 
sails generously donated to the event by 
the club’s members. Sailing for Rhinos 


“became one of our most popular events. 


It has grown from ~100 participants to 
a high of 230”. The event is held at the 
sailing club’s dock and clubhouse, which 
has a maximum capacity of 250 people. 


After 2020, the Dallas Chapter began 
looking at fundraisers they could safely 
host. Sailing for Rhinos was “the first 
event our Dallas Zoo leadership felt 
comfortable supporting”. The Chapter 
did have to make some adjustments. 
They scaled back the food from a full 
picnic to bite-sized appetizers and 
limited attendance to 125 people 

to comply with the sailing club’s 
requirements. But in 2022 the “event 
has returned to including a full cookout 
dinner, beverages, sailing, t-shirt sales 
and silent auction”. They keep the price 
of attendance reasonable: $20 adults, 
$10 kids, free for three years and under, 
and the price increases $10 at the door 
to encourage presale. They also seek 


sponsors for the event, which range 
from $500 to $100, or the donation 

of an auction item. In return for their 
sponsorship, businesses get their 
information prominently displayed on 
the Dallas Chapter’s website, Facebook 
page, by auction items, as well as tickets 
to the event. The year 2022 is the 20" 
anniversary of Sailing For Rhinos and 
the Dallas Chapter looks forward to 
“celebrating our ongoing partnership 
with the amazing members of the 
Corinthians Sailing Club, our sponsors, 
Chapter members and Dallas Zoo 
family.” 


THANK YOU FROM 

THE BFR TEAM 

As you can see from the preceding 
examples, necessity is the mother of 
invention. As the world changes, it is 
important that we learn from each other 
and adapt our events to flourish with 
new challenges. Whether it’s because of 
Chapter size, local economic conditions, 
or a worldwide pandemic, holding a 
large bowling event isn’t feasible for 
every Chapter. However, every Chapter 
can still protect rhinos, their habitat, 
other species in their ecosystem and 
help support communities in Indonesia 
and Kenya by participating in BFR. We’d 
like to thank the Badger, Dallas, Greater 
Houston, Nashville, Greater Orlando, 
Point Defiance, and Saint Louis Chapters 
for eagerly sharing details and images of 
their events so that all Chapters can learn 
and be inspired by our community's 
efforts to protect wildlife. re 


As always, if you have any 
questions about Bowling 


For Rhinos, please reach 
out to the BFR team at 


BFR@AAZK.org. 
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Using Pocket Forests in Rural 
Zimbabwe to Understand 


Afforestation in an Increasingly 
Arid Landscape 


Painted Dog Research Trust 
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Located in the Northwest of Zimbabwe, 
Sizinda is a semi-arid area which is 
prone to droughts. Over the past recent 
years the rate of deforestation has 
increased, resulting in land degradation 
and biodiversity loss. Overgrazing has 
also led to the disruption of woodland 
ecosystems. We can attempt to solve 
these problems by establishing pocket 
forests. 


Pocket forests (Miyawaki forests) were 
proposed by Japanese botanist Akira 
Miyawaki in 1998. It is a restoration 
technique used to reintroduce native 
biodiversity by reproducing the natural 
dynamic of a forest, which includes a 

high degree of species competition and 
diversity. Pocket forests are small(<200m/) 
and densely planted forests are created 
using up to 30 different indigenous 
species. Trees in the pocket forests, 
anecdotally grow faster than traditionally 
planted forests and high biodiversity has 
been recorded. Pocket forests are an ideal 
method for creating diverse woodland 
ecosystems. Pocket forests grow faster due 
to soil remediation, dense planting and use 
of endemic species which are adapted to 
the environment and care of the forests. 


In Sizinda at Painted Dog Research Trust 
(PDRT) our aim for the pocket forests 

is to create the benefits of a large native 
forest on a smaller scale and restore 
woodland ecosystems. Pocket forests 
improve soil quality by improving water 
infiltration, decreasing stormwater runoff 
and protection against soil erosion. The 
establishment of pocket forests enhances 
wildlife habitats and reduces loss of 
floristic biodiversity. With sincere thanks 
to the American Association of Zoo 
Keepers (AAZK) for their “Trees for 
You and Me” grant we will be able to 
establish many more Pocket Forests in our 
surrounding rural villages. 


Bare seedlings are difficult to transplant 
because of the deep tap roots. At PDRT the 
tree seedlings are grown in our recently 
completed arboretum. Seedlings are grown 
in plastic pockets until they are suitable 
for transplantation. The PDRT research 
arboretum aims to support effective 

pocket forests of sustainable indigenous 
species managed by local village women. 
This will establish the first research 
arboretum in Northwest Zimbabwe where 
an extensive variety of indigenous trees 
and companion shrubs are researched 

and grown for scientific, educational, and 
community value. 


Pocket forests (Miyawaki 
forests) were proposed by 
Japanese botanist Akira 
Miyawaki in 1998. It is 

a restoration technique 
used to reintroduce 
native biodiversity 

by reproducing the 
natural dynamic of a 
forest, which includes a 
high degree of species 
competition and diversity. 


This project teaches the investigation of 
tap root growth, seed weight, shape value, 
importance of companion planting and 
microbial associations among trees of 
different species. Understanding tap root 
growth with a view of selecting indigenous 
species that are better adapted to withstand 
climate change and microbial diversity 
will ensure resilience is developed 
through companion planting. Each seed 

is identified, its shape value analysed 


using ImageJ software, and its weight 
measured using a microbalance to get data 
on minimum shape value and weight of 
a seed that will successfully germinate. 
The project aims to help climate change 
mitigation, habitat restoration and 
increase communal livelihoods through 
investigation of reforestation success 
measures in degraded areas, creating 
islands of endemism through habitat 
restoration. 


Our pocket forest has up to eleven different 
indigenous tree species. Depending on 
the environmental conditions and species 
selected, the root systems develop at 
different rates. Species are selected 
according to their ability to adapt to the 
prevailing environmental conditions, 
which affects species distribution. Those 
better-adapted to the environmental 
conditions colonize the area at a faster rate, 
or might undergo evolutionary changes 
as they adapt to environmental changes. 
Most of the trees in the pocket forests 
are Acacia species as they are known to 
prioritize tap root development during 
their early developmental stages so as to 
ensure survival. In semi-arid areas tap 
root development is a vital adaptation 
compared to lateral roots as they reach 
water supply underground and enhance 
survival during dry seasons. {"* 


What TFYM Means To Me 


Hello AAZK! My name is Kayley 
Bateman and I joined the Trees for You 
and Me (TFYM) team last year as the 
program’s Event Coordinator. If you 
haven't heard, TFYM is a grant program 
that supports global reforestation 
efforts through funds raised by AAZK 
Chapters. It is a fantastic, grassroots 
program that provides keepers an 
opportunity to support reforestation 
projects worldwide. In addition to 
funding these projects, keepers have an 
indirect, positive impact on our planet 
by supporting wildlife populations, 
benefiting local communities, and 
mitigating global climate change. For 
me, TFYM is special because it is a 
conservation grant program created, 
managed, and supported by animal care 
professionals. The uniqueness of TFYM 
and the inspiring program goals are why 
I was interested in joining the amazing 
group of animal care professionals that 
make up the TFYM team. 


As an animal keeper, I have always 

had a lifelong passion for wildlife and 
nature. The biodiversity of our planet 

is something to be celebrated and 
cherished! Joining AAZK and TFYM has 
been a fantastic way for me to honor 
my passion for our planet and give back 
in a way I haven't before. As the event 
coordinator for TFYM, I participate in 
many aspects of program coordination 
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Kayley Bateman 
TFYM Event Coordinator 


including assisting AAZK Chapters 

in planning and hosting their TFYM 
events. TFYM was a new fundraising 
event for my local Chapter this past 
year and I helped plan and coordinate 
our Chapter’s TFYM event, “Tree- 

via,” a trivia night at a local brewpub. 
The event was so successful it is now 
one of our Chapter’s regular, annual 
fundraisers. Our TFYM event helped 
bring climate change awareness to our 
community and our tree-themed trivia 
was a fun and engaging way to educate 
attendees. 


Over the years, through my 
involvement with AAZK and 
TFYM, | have discovered how 
the actions of each individual 
can have a profound impact 
on our planet. 


Personally, climate change has always 
been such a challenging, overwhelming 
issue. In the past, I didn’t fully 
understand how the actions of one 
person could make a difference. Over 
the years, through my involvement with 
AAZK and TFYM, I have discovered how 
the actions of each individual can have 
a profound impact on our planet. As 
animal professionals, we can be agents 
of change when it comes to complex 
issues such as these. Even though we 
may not realize it, our community and 
peers look to us as leaders. Our actions, 
even small changes in our behavior, set 
an example for others to follow. Whether 
it is hosting TYFM events, riding your 
bike to work, or choosing eco-friendly 
product alternatives, small changes in 
behavior add up and are noticed within 
our community. Personally, adopting 
this style of leadership combined with 
my involvement in AAZK and TFYM has 
shaped me into the conservation leader 
I am today. 


By supporting TFYM, your Chapter 
has the potential to help support 
multiple reforestation projects 
through the TFYM grant. In 2021, 
AAZK members helped fund two 
grant winners, Painted Dog Research 
Trust and Elephants for Africa. The 
Painted Dog Research Trust received 
funds to support the creation of 
pocket forests in rural communal 
land in Zimbabwe. Elephants for 
Africa received funding for their 
community forestry program. Each 
of these deserving projects supports 
wildlife, benefits local communities, 
and makes strides toward mitigating 
climate change. It is through 
initiatives such as these that AAZK 
Chapters and members have a 
positive impact on local and global 
social-ecological issues. 


As leaders in animal care and 
conservation, I encourage you to 

use your positive influence to create 
change—no matter the cause. If you 
or your Chapter are looking for a way 
to make a difference and support 

a worthy conservation program, 

look no further than AAZK’s TFYM. 
Through TFYM, AAZK members help 
fund global reforestation projects, 
and while doing so, become climate 
change advocates and leaders in their 
communities. If you are interested in 
hosting a TFYM event, reach out to me 
or the TFYM team at tfym@aazk.org. I 
look forward to helping your Chapter 
host a successful event! (FR 


Through TFYM, AAZK 
members help fund global 
reforestation projects, 


and while doing so, 
become climate change 
advocates and leaders in 
their communities. 


- Eel 


TFYM Is a grant program that 

supports global reforestation 

efforts through funds raised by 
AAZK chapters. 


Conservation organizations apply 
for the TYFM grant. The TYFM Team 
and AAZK's Grants Committee 
review applications and select 


that year's grantees. 
The Painted Dog Research Trustand 
Elephants for Alrica were awarded 
funding for their reforestation 
projects in 2021. 
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Dear Friends, 


AAZK is once again pleased to offer our member partners a 
transparent view into AAZK through our 2021 Annual Report. 
As the global pandemic oscillates, AAZK continues our work to 
help animal keepers improve through continuing education and 
conservation initiatives. 


The Animal Keepers’ Forum has been continually published in 
varying forms since 1968. Shane Good, the Editor of AKF Editor 
reports on the highlights of AKF in 2021. 


Paul Brandenburger AAZK President reports on 2021 progress for 


AAZK Committees and Programs. 


Bethany Bingham the AAZK Director of Professional 
Development and Conference Management will report on 
upcoming AAZK educational events and update the interactive 
resources on AAZK C.O.R.E. 


Ed Hansen 
AAZK CEO/CFO 


Questions regarding the AAZK Annual Report may be directed to 
Ed.Hansen@aazk.org. 
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President's Message 


Starting to rebuild connectivity within AAZK and between its members 
was a major step in recovering in the wake of COVID-19’s peak last 
year. Two substantial developments in these efforts took place in 
2021, the return of the AAZK National Conference and forging new 
connections with underserved animal care professionals. 


The AAZK Los Angeles Chapter and the Los Angeles Zoo hosted 

the 2021 AAZK Conference, the first hybrid in-person and virtual 
program in the history of AAZK. While some members were able 
to travel to Los Angeles, many others experienced the program 
from their homes. The virtual option allowed AAZK to offer 
National Conference attendance grants to more members than 
ever before. This included extending grant funds to several Latin 
American keepers to view and participate in the program online. 
Engaging with these Latin American keepers also served as a 
tentpole for building these new connections as a new Developing 
Nations Membership category was created mid-2021 allowing 
Latin American animal care professionals to join AAZK at a reduced 
price. The other significant development in connecting with 
underserved individuals was the creation of the AAZK Diversity 
Committee in October. The new Committee’s mission is to increase 
opportunities to extend the animal care profession by encouraging 
the recruitment, development, mentoring, and retention of animal 
keepers from all backgrounds. 


Reengaging with and forging new connections within the animal 
care community are essential as AAZK joined the rest of the world in 
recovering from the pandemic in 2021. 


Paul Brandenburger 
AAZK President 


Thank You - Bowling for Rhinos 


Contributors to the preservation of all species in Asia and Africa 


Sondaicus 
$50,000 and Up 


Sumatrensis 
$15,000 to $49,999 


Greater Cincinnati Chapter 
Indianapolis Chapter 
Jacksonville Chapter 


Unicornis 
$5,000 — $14,999 


Ferrell Gas/Blue Rhino 

Greater Houston Chapter 

Little Turtle Chapter 

Lincoln Park Zoo Chapter 

Phoenix Chapter 

Point Defiance Chapter/ 
Steffi Fund 

Potter Park Chapter 

St. Louis Chapter 

San Antonio Chapter 

Rocky Mountain Chapter 

San Francisco Chapter 


Bicornis 
$1000 - $4999 


Alabama’s Gulf Coast Zoo Chapter 
Badger Chapter 


Animal Keepers’ Forum 


The Animal Keepers’ Forum continues to be the main communication tool for 
members, sponsors and advertisers. The monthly journal shares quality articles 
submitted by our members and supporters through features such as Training 
Tales, Enrichment Options and Conservation Station. The AKF highlights best 
practices and innovations in animal care, conservation success stories, plus a 
training and enrichment ideas. Animal care professionals share and learn from v, 
experiences shared by their colleagues, and we are always interested in hearing 
from you. If you have comments for the Editor or would like to submit an article 


Bay Area Chapter 
Battle Creek Chapter 
Bethany Bingham 
Brevard Chapter 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Chapter 
Columbus Chapter 
Connecticut Chapter 
Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo Chapter 
Georgia Chapter 
Greater New Jersey 

Alliance Chapter 
Greater Orlando Chapter 
Greater Kansas City Chapter 
Greater Philadelphia Chapter 
Green Bay Chapter 
Greenville Zoo Chapter 
Heart of Illinois Chapter 
Kansas City Zoo Chapter 
Lion Country Safari Chapter 
Little Rock Chapter 
Terry Lutz 
Milwaukee County Zoo Chapter 
Nashville Chapter 
New York City Chapter 
Northern Nevada Chapter 
Ozarks Chapter 
Portland Chapter 
Potawatomi Chapter 
Puget Sound Chapter 


or cover photo— please e-mail Shane.Good@aazk.org. 


» Shane Good, Editor 
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Jay Pratte, Angela Binney 
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Elizabeth Thibodeaux, Graphic Designer 

Enrichment Options Column Coordinators: Stephanie Chandler, 
Beth Stark-Posta, Beth Ament-Briggs 

Training Tales Column Coordinators: Kim Kezer, 


Conservation Station Column Coordinator: Wendy Lenhart 
Animal Welfare Column Coordinators: Stephanie Chandler, 
Beth Stark-Posta, Beth Ament-Briggs 


Riverbanks Chapter 

San Diego Chapter 

Santa Fe College Student Chapter 
Southern Colorado Chapter 
Tidewater Chapter 

Toledo Chapter 

Toronto Zoo Chapter 

Tampa Bay Chapter 

Zoo New England Chapter 

Utah Chapter 


Simum 
Up to $999 


Akron Zoo Chapter 

Leala Barry 

Paul Basic 

Hallie Beattie 

Kathleen Beattie 

Brandywine Chapter 

Boise Chapter 

Cameron Park Zoo Chapter 

Cape May County Zoo Chapter 

Marta Crow 

Christine Danflous 

Eaton Badger Drive 
Engagement Team 

Elmwood Park Zoo Chapter 

El Paso del Norte Chapter 


Philip Fensterer 

Luke Feit 

Jamie Funamera 
Galveston Chapter 
Greater Cleveland Chapter 
Greater Sacramento Chapter 
Donald Gertz 

Susan Grigsby 

Laurie Adair Guillot 
Carrie Henderson 
Brittini Haas 

Sharon Jordan 

John Keehn 

Julie Keehn 

Margaret Keehn 

Geni Moore 

Gwen Noda 

New Orleans Chapter 
North Carolina Chapter 
National Capital Chapter 
Pittsburgh Chapter 
Rainier Chapter 

Rio Grande Chapter 
Roger Williams Chapter 
Christine Rogers 

Alice Schellenberger 
Mary Smith 

Rosann Welser 

Chloe Wines 

Daniel Yoffee 


Thank You for Your Support! 


AAZK recognizes our Chapter partners for their support of AAZK in 2021 via the 2022 Chapter Re-charter process and Committee/Program support. 


Platinum 

$2000.00 and Above 
Little Rock Chapter 
Wildlife World Chapter 


Gold 

$1000.00 - $1999.99 

Greater Cleveland Chapter 

Rocky Mountain Chapter 

Delaware Valley University 
Student Chapter 

Detroit Chapter 

Memphis Zoo Chapter 

Omaha Chapter 

Puget Sound Chapter 


Silver 

$500.00 - $999.99 
Birmingham Zoo Chapter 
Montgomery Zoo AAZK Chapter 
Phoenix Chapter 

Tucson Chapter 

Los Angeles Zoo Chapter 

San Diego Chapter 

Fresno Chaffee Zoo Chapter 
San Francisco Zoo Chapter 

Bay Area Chapter 

Greater Sacramento Chapter 
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Chapter 
Southern Colorado Chapter 
National Capital Chapter 
Brevard Chapter 

Jacksonville Chapter 

Lion Country Safari Chapter 
Naples Chapter 

Save the Chimps Chapter 
Georgia Chapter 

lowa Chapter 

Brookfield Chapter 
Indianapolis Chapter 

Mesker Park Zoo Chapter 
Topeka Zoo Chapter 
Potawatomi Zoo Chapter 

New Orleans Chapter 

New England Chapter 

Greater Baltimore Chapter 
Chesapeake Chapter 

Potter Park Chapter 
Minnesota Zoo Chapter 

St. Louis Chapter 

Kansas City Zoo Chapter 
Ozarks Chapter 

North Carolina Chapter 
Dakota Chapter 

Cape May County Zoo Chapter 
Greater New Jersey Alliance Chapter 
Rosamond Gifford Zoo AAZK Chapter 
NYC Chapter 

Staten Island Zoo Chapter 
Akron Zoo Chapter 


Columbus Chapter 

Toledo Zoo Chapter 
Oklahoma City Zoo Chapter 
Tulsa Zoo Chapter 

Greater Philadelphia Chapter 
Elmwood Park Zoo Chapter 
Nashville Chapter 

Dallas Zoo Chapter 
Galveston Chapter 

Greater Houston Chapter 
San Antonio Chapter 

Fort Worth Chapter 
Tidewater Chapter 

Rainier Chapter 

Point Defiance Chapter 
Milwaukee County Zoo Chapter 
Toronto Zoo Chapter 


Bronze 

Up to $499.99 

Midnight Sun Chapter 

Alabama’s Gulf Shores Zoo Chapter 

America’s Teaching Zoo 
Student Chapter 

California Desert Chapter 

Redwood Coast Chapter 

Connecticut’s Chapter 

Brandywine Zoo Chapter 

Santa Fe Teaching College Zoo 
Student Chapter 

Greater Orlando Chapter 

South Florida Chapter 

Tampa Bay Chapter 

Central Florida Chapter 

Boise Chapter 

Lincoln Park Chapter 

Heart of Illinois Chapter 

Scovill Zoo Chapter 

Central Illinois Chapter 

Little Turtle Chapter 

Cosley Zoo Chapter 

Louisville Zoo Chapter 

Baton Rouge Zoo Chapter 

Red River of Louisiana Chapter 

Battle Creek Chapter 

Greater Kansas City Chapter 

JZ Keepers Chapter 

North Carolina Piedmont Chapter 

Seneca Park Zoo AAZK Chapter 

ABQ Chapter 

Northern Nevada Chapter 

Greater Cincinnati Chapter 

Portland Chapter 

Pittsburgh Chapter 

Roger Williams Park Zoo Chapter 

Riverbanks Zoo and Garden Chapter 

Greenville Zoo AAZK Chapter 

Cameron Park Chapter 

Red River Chapter 

El Paso del Norte Chapter 


Rio Grande Valley Chapter 
Roanoke Valley Chapter 

Utah Chapter 

Badger Chapter 

Green Bay Chapter 
Assiniboine Park Zoo Chapter 


Annual Contribution to AAZK- 
$1000.00 or greater 

Little Rock Chapter 

Wildlife World Chapter 
Greater Cleveland Chapter 
Detroit Chapter 

Omaha Chapter 

Puget Sound Chapter 
Memphis Chapter 


AKF Sponsorship $500.00 
Little Rock Chapter 

Wildlife World Zoo Chapter 
Fresno Chaffee Zoo Chapter 
Rocky Mountain Chapter 
Greater Cleveland Chapter 
Jacksonville Chapter 

Lion Country Safari Chapter 
Naples Chapter 

Indianapolis Chapter 

Topeka Chapter 

Ozarks Chapter 

Cape May County Zoo Chapter 
Rosamond Gifford Zoo Chapter 
Milwaukee County Chapter 
Toronto Chapter 


AAZK Trees for You and Me 
Program Support $250.00 
Southern Colorado Chapter 
Brookfield Chapter 

Dakota Chapter 

ABQ Chapter 

Dallas Chapter 

Ft. Worth Chapter 


AAZK Professional 


Development Programs $250.00 


Greater New Jersey Chapter 


Undefined Committee/ 
Program Support $250.00 


Cheyenne Mountain Zoo Chapter 


Greater Orlando 

South Florida Chapter 
Central Illinois Chapter 
Mesker Park Zoo Chapter 
Potawatomi Chapter 
Chesapeake Chapter 
Greater Cincinnati Chapter 
Oklahoma City Zoo Chapter 
Tulsa Zoo Chapter 


Roger Williams Park Zoo Chapter 


Riverbanks Zoo and Garden Chapter 
San Antonio Chapter 
Point Defiance Chapter 


Conservation $250.00 
Los Angeles Zoo Chapter 
California Desert Chapter 
Bay Area Chapter 

Central Florida Chapter 
Lincoln Park Chapter 
Minnesota Chapter 
Greater Kansas City Chapter 
North Carolina Chapter 
Seneca Park Chapter 
Nashville Chapter 


International Outreach Committee 
$250.00 

San Diego Zoo Chapter 

National Capital Chapter 

Baton Rouge Chapter 

Kansas City Zoo Chapter 


Animal Welfare $250.00 
Midnight Sun Chapter 
Greater Sacramento Chapter 
Connecticut’s Chapter 

New Orleans Chapter 

Akron Chapter 

Greater Cleveland Chapter 
Portland Chapter 

Rainier Chapter 


AAZK Resource (ARC) $250.00 
Potter Park Chapter 

St. Louis Chapter 

Greater Cleveland Chapter 


Awards $250.00 
Greater Baltimore Chapter 


Grants $250.00 
Battle Creek Chapter 
Greenville Chapter 


Communications/NZKW 
Birmingham Zoo Chapter 
lowa Chapter 

Columbus Chapter 
Pittsburgh Chapter 
Phoenix Chapter 


Diversity $250.00 

San Francisco Chapter 
Georgia Chapter 

Zoo New England Chapter 
NYC Chapter 

Greater Philadelphia Chapter 
Utah Chapter 
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Professional Development and 
Conference Management 


The 2021 AAZK National Conference was presented in a modified 
format spanning two days. The conference hosts from Los Angeles 
AAZK championed a hybrid conference, with programming offered 
to the delegates in-person and virtually. For the first time, multiple 
registration packages were offered, with members having access 
to more educational content than ever before. Due to the virtual 


aspect of the conference program, the AAZK Latin American Travel 
Grant was awarded to support conference participation for 12 


delegates from Latin America. The first AZA/AAZK Panel Discussion 
was presented during the conference as part of a multi-year 


partnership agreement between the two organizations to promote 


Finances 


Association Memberships (AZA) 
Board Travel/Lodging 

CEO Expenses/Travel/Lodging 
Committee 

Conference 

Grants 

Office 

Office Rent 

Payroll Fee 

Payroll Taxes 

Postage and Delivery 

Print and Reproduction 
Product Expense 

Program Expense 

Salaries and Wages 

Staff Expense 

AKF Postage and Delivery 
AKF Printing 

Insurance 

Professional Legal Fees/Tax 
Utilities 

Web Revision and Management 


Total Expenses 


475.00 
5,099.23 
2,113.56 
21 IDA2 
9,897.25 

21,514.15 
3,327.74 
13,166.40 
2,978.73 
25,039.19 
1,454.28 

421.00 
1,767.72 
1,721.13 

71,367.92 
808.57 
30,960.57 
40,157.00 
1,462.45 
2,920.00 

986.42 
1,121.94 

242,757.85 
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BFR Registration Fee 

BFR Dedicated Program Income 
BFR Trip Retention 

Conference Income 

Donation 

Non-member Job Posting 

Membership 

Product Sales 

Re-charter Fee & Duty Obligation 

AKF Advertising 

Tax/Committee/Utility Refunds 


Total Income 


Category 
Affiliate 
Commercial 
Conservation Partner 
Contributing 
Exchange 
Institutional 
International 
Library 
Lifetime 
Professional 
Student 
Total 


Bethany Bingham 


Director of Professional Development/Conference Management 


S 1735.58 
S 6,750.00 
S 25,589.90 
S 19,703.50 
S 5,250.00 
S 107,612.89 
S 3,031.50 
S 64,565.56 
S 25,350.22 
$ 5.00 
S 252,844.15 
December 31, 2021 
371 

11 

ae 

15 

21 

135 

17 

13 

28 

1385 

144 

2238 


opportunity for open dialogue on timely topics in the animal 
keeping profession. The panel discussion titled How Understanding 
Leads to Action: The Keeper’s Comprehensive Role in Successful 
Population Management and Collection Planning was followed by 
one hour of live streamed conversation between the panel members 
and conference registrants. 


AAZK BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Paul Brandenburger, President 
Smithsonian’s National Zoo 
Washington, D.C. 


Nicole Pepo — Vice President 
North Carolina Zoo 
Asheboro, NC 


Sara Bjerklie 
Dallas Zoo 
Dallas, TX 


Russell Pharr 
Point Defiance Zoo & Aquarium 
Tacoma, WA 


Erika Defer 
Safari West 
Santa Rosa, CA 


Kristen Scaglione 
Akron Zoo 
Akron, OH 


Joe Nappi 
Bronx Zoo 
Bronx, NY 


AAZK STAFF 


Ed Hansen 
CEO/CFO 
Tucson, AZ 


Bethany Bingham 

Director of Professional Development/Con- 
ference Management 

Salt Lake City, UT 


Shane Good 
Editor, Animal Keepers’ Forum 
Valley City, OH 


Elizabeth Thibodeaux 
Graphic Designer 
Cleveland, OH 


LET'S BE 
FRIENDS! 


JOIN 
THE PACK! 


AAZK MEMBERSHIP 


EXCLUSIVE BENEFITS FOR ALL AAZK MEMBERS: 


TWITTER.COM/AAZKINC 


e Subscription to the Animal Keepers' Forum 
e Member rate for National Conference registration 


e Discounts on AAZK publications and products 


e Member-only access on AAZK website a 


e Vote for National Conference host 


e Access to AAZK C.O.R.E learning platform 


MEMBERSHIPS FOR EVERYONE: 


e Professional $45 
e = Affiliate $40 


Les 
¢ Student $30 AM E RICAN 
° Contributing $70 ASSOCIATION 


e Institutional $185 of ZOO KEEPERS 


Learn about all member categories at AAZK.org. Pricing 
for members living in Canada differ. Please visit our 
website for more details and to join online. 


AAZK.ORG 


+ 


u 


238 | ANIMAL:KEEPERS’ FORUM 


8476 E. Speedway Blvd. 
Suite 204 


Tucson, AZ 85710-1728 
7 U.S.A. 

AMERICAN 

ASSOCIATION 

of ZOO KEEPERS 


x 


“Dedicated to 
Professional Animal Care” 


oe facebook.com/AAZKinc 


ts @AAZKinc 


Central Nebraska Packing, Inc. offers: 
Classic & Premium Frozen Carnivore Diets 


* ALSO AVAILABLE = 
HORSE SHORT LOINS / HORSE & BEEF BONES 
MEAT COMPLETE WITH TAURINE (RAN MEAT SUPPLEMENT FOR ALL CARNIVORES) 877.900.3003 | 800.445.2881 
P.O. Box 550, North Platte, NE 69103-0550 
MEMBER: AZA1! AAZV | AAZK info@nebraskabrand.com - nebraskabrand.com 


FELINE & SENIOR FELINE | BIRD OF PREY | CANINE | SPECIAL BEEF FELINE 


: 


